
The Pragma
c Organisa
on Dynamic Display (PODD) approach provides strategies to support the design, 

produc
on and implementa
on of communica
on systems to enable genuine communica
on for a 

variety of func
ons in all daily environments. PODD includes strategies to minimise some of the common 

difficul
es associated with the use of mul
-level communica
on books including: 

- Suppor
ng the child and communica
on partners to efficiently move between levels (pages) to locate 

vocabulary they require 

- Speed to access vocabulary to produce messages 

- Quicker access to predictable messages and access to a broad range of vocabulary for spontaneous, 

unpredicted messages. 

The PODD resource provides generic communica
on book templates which can be customised to suit 

individual requirements. Generic templates can be used for trial to enable more informed system 

development and then be customised to suit individualised needs. Crea
ve and prac
cal solu
ons will be 

demonstrated through videos and case examples. Par
cipants will have the opportunity for hands on 

supported prac
ce using PODD communica
on books. 

Learning Outcomes 

Par
cipants will be able to: 

- Describe the challenges faced by professionals 

crea
ng communica
on systems in terms of 

vocabulary organisa
on, layout, design, range of 

access strategies and customising for individual 

requirements. 

- Discuss the features of a PODD communica
on 

system in terms of vocabulary organisa
on, layout, 

design, range of access strategies and customising 

for individual requirements. 

- Use PODD generic template resources to produce 

customised communica
on books. 

- Discuss the teaching and learning strategies for 

implemen
ng PODD communica
on systems with 

students and team members. 

- Teach children and partners to use PODD 

communica
on books in daily environments. 
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Target Audience 

This workshop will be of interest to speech 

pathologists, occupa
onal therapists, and 

educators of individuals who have complex 

communica
on needs. Family members and 

support people who would like a more in depth 

understanding of PODD communica
on books are 

also welcome to a,end. If you are considering 

PODD on an electronic communica
on device, this 

training would also be beneficial to develop your 

understanding about PODD features, organisa
on 

and teaching and learning strategies. 



The PODD system was designed 

by Gayle Porter, who is a Speech 

Therapist with over 30 years 

hands on experience working with 

people with complex 

communica
on needs. Gayle 

currently works at the Cerebral 

Palsy Educa
on Centre in 

Melbourne, Australia. She also has a private prac
ce 

working with both children and teenagers with 

complex communica
on needs in their schools. She 

has given instruc
onal courses and papers at ISAAC’s 

Interna
onal Conference for many years, given courses 

all over the world and wri,en about AAC, Cerebral 

Palsy and PODD.  

When developing the PODD principles Gayle Porter 

works to support communica
on at any 
me and 

emphasises teaching and learning strategies to enable 

a person to say what they want to say, when they want 

to say it and to whom they want to say it to!  

Gayle considers it an ongoing challenge to provide 

sufficient vocabulary to meet both the present 

communica
on requirements and to s
mulate the 

further development of communica
on and language 

skills for people with complex communica
on needs.  

Presenter 

Yve'e Theodorsen, founder of 

Interac
ve Speech Pathology, has 

focused most of her 15 years as a 

speech pathologist working in the 

area of Augmenta
ve and 

Alterna
ve Communica
on 

(AAC).  

She is passionate about every 

person having a voice, no ma,er how significant their 

challenges may be, and has implemented PODD 

communica
on books with people from 9 months to 

46 years of age, believing that nobody is too young or 

too old to begin with AAC.  

Yve,e con
nues to work in a prac
cal, hands-on way, 

collabora
ng with families, educators, therapists and 

other supporters to implement various AAC systems, 

including the PODD communica
on system with 

individuals in all se=ngs. 
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M: 0416 167 788  

E: yvette@interactivespeech.com.au 

A: Kulungah-Myah Family Centre - 136 

Le Souef Drive Kardinya WA 6163  

W: www.interactivespeech.com.au  

17th and 18th April, 2018 

9am—4.30pm  
 

Tompkins on Swan  
632 Canning Hwy,  
Alfred Cove WA 

 

$495 inc gst—Includes lunch, 
morning and afternoon tea, and a 
comprehensive workshop manual 

 

Register at 
www.interactivespeech.com.au 

Places are limited so please book 
early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Email 
enquiries@interactivespeech.com.au 

if unable to register online or if you 
have any queries. 


